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ELECTION SERMON, 


GALATIANS VI. 10. 


As we have, therefore, opportunity, let us do good 
unto all men, eſpecially unto them who are of the 
houſebold of failh. 15 | © 7 LOOETEn 


T of Jesus CuhRISsr, proclaims 
1 © Glory to God in the higheſt, and on 
ear h peace, good will towards men.“ Gov- 
erned by the virtue of the goſpel, we ſhall not 
confine our good will to the ſmall circle near 
us, but ſhall extend it to all mankind : Nor 
ſhall we. reſt ſatisfied with the tranſient glare 
of a few ſplendid actions, but ſhall go into a 
practice, which embraces the whole extent of 
duty incumbent on man. The exhortation in 
the text, is a concluſion drawn from the prom- 
les of everlaſting life, made to the faithful in the 
preceding verſes. The exhortation addreſſed 
to the church at Galatia, contains a command 


which is binding on all men. It requires the 
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6 ELECTION SERMON. 


performance of thoſe duties which fall under 
the denomination of acts of beneficence ; and 
to do good in every other reſpect, as opportuni- 
ties occur, to the whole family of Adam. No one 
can comply with this command, without con. 
ſidering man as poſſeſſed not only of certain 
appetites aud deſires, in common with the ani. 
mal creation, but alſo of an intelligent and mo- 
ral nature. If this laſt be left out of the ac- 
count, man cannot be conſidered as an object 
of the benevolence which is required in the 
divine law. 


Tur Apoſtle places great ſtreſs on doing 
good to them who are of the houſehold of faith. 
The reaſon is obvious: True chriſtians reſem- 
ble in ſome degree, the merciful Redeemer of 
ſinners, who went about doing good — like him, 
they make thoſe benevolent exertions which 
exvreſs good will to the whole human race. It 
is impoſſible to poſſeſs the affection, which em- 
braces the greateſt portion of intelligent happi- 
neſs, without feeling at the ſame time a pecu- 
liar attachment to thoſe, whoſe actions declare 
that the law of univerſal love is written in their 
hearts. Theſe, as the ornaments of our race, 
and the lights of the world, claim our ſpecial 
love and attention. The accurate and impar- 
tial obſerver of mankind, will find much more 
to praiſe in the good man, who paſſes all his 
days in the vale of obſcurity, than in ſome who 
are recorded as the boaſt of their nation or age. 
Since principle and conduct form the true diſ- 
tinction of rank, we ſhall deviate from recti- 
tude, and ſet a pernicious example, if we eſti- 
mate worth by ſtation ; or ſuffer ourſelves to be 
governed by the cenſure, or applauſe, of the 
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proud and the vain. On the ſubject of real 
worth, we may, however, ſafely venture an ap- 

to the moral ſenſe, or conſcience, implant- 
ed by the Creator in the human breaſt. When 


this is enlightened and ſolemnized, all men 


think alike, uniformly ſpeak in commendation 
of virtue, and acknowledge it te be neceſſary 
for their guide and ſupport. Were not this the 
caſe, there could be no propriety in holding up 
divine revelation before all; nor could the 
chriſtian miniſter be juſtified, in making the 
goſpel the theme of his diſcourſe on every 
occaſion, 


Tur paſſage of ſcripture choſen for the guide 
of our meditations, may, with propriety, on the 
preſent occaſion, lead us to diſcourſe on the im- 

ortance of chriſtian virtue to the civil ruler. 

he obligations to promote the common cauſe 
of virtue, muſt fall with the greateſt weight on 
thoſe, to whom moſt talents are committed by 
the great Lord of all. The ſuperior obliga- 
tions under which the civil ruler is placed to 
diffuſe happineſs, muſt be in proportion as his 
ſtation riſes above the ordinary walks of life. 
Nor can any ſtand in greater need of the guid- 
ance of divine wiſdom, and the ſupports of di- 
vine grace, than he who is called to the labo- 
rious and difficult taſk of ruling over men. 


To ſhew the importance of chriftian virtue 
to the civil ruler, it is neceflary, in the firſt 
place, to attend to its nature. This will a 
pear from a brief ſurvey of ſome of the leading 
leatures of the chriſtian religion, and the effects 
which it tends to produce on the principles and 
manners of ſociety. > 211 
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.. CarI8TIANITY,- muſt recommend itſelf to 
all, who will give it a fair and candid examina« 
tion. In the ſacred pages, the attributes of the 
MOST HIGH are unfolded, in a manner which is 
ſuited to anſpire the-reverence, command the 
love, and encourage the hopes of man. All 
our relations to him, with their connected du- 
ties, are clearly brought into view; whether he 
is confidered as our Creator, Ruler, Lawgiver; 
Redeemer, or Judge. - Weare taught that * in 
Gop we live, and move, and have our being,” 
and are conſtantly reminded of our obligations; 
to act up to the diguity of a creature placed at 
the head of this lower world. We are warned 
againſt forgetting that we received all our ca- 
pacity, for ſervice, or happineſs, from the Forma 
er of our bodies, and the Father of our ſpirits 
All creatures and events in the univerſe are un- 
der his dirc&ion and control ; and will be 
made ſubſervient to the deſigns of infinite wiſ- 
dom and goodneſs. The firſt and great com- 
mandment in the divine law, requires us * to 
love Gop with all our hearts.“ No other af- 
fection of mind can conduct us to. happineſs ; 
becauſe no other can bring us into a moral 
union with the Author of our being. The de- 
pravity of the human race, has been deplored by 
the diicerning philantrophy of all ages. This 
corruption is developed, and its operations are 
traced with {ich ſkill and impartiality, as to ex- 
tort a confeſſion from all, not ſunk in brutiſh 
ſtupidity, that the Author of the ſcriptures is 
divine. The ſcheme of mercy opened in the 
goſpel, comes in as a neceſſary relief to a guilty 
race; and furniſhes a powerful ſpring to holi- 
neſs of heart and life. Taught that the holt- 
neſs of chriſtians is the workmanſhip of Gon, 
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ride is hidden from man, and the Lozs alone 
is exalted, 1901 Fi eee as well as pur- 
chaſe of goſpel Alt thoſe divine influ. 
ences wich are Nice ſor the guide, and 
ſupport of god 9 87 in evety ſtat ion of life, as 
well as to fit them for complete blefſedneſs in 
the world to come, are contained in the prom- 
iſes of the goſpel Theſe are addreſſed to the 
humble, the Penitent, and the pure in Heart, 
Sobriery, contentment, ſubmiſſion, patience, 


and all other graces and virtues, are required 


by the chriſtian law ; and enter into the cha- 
racter of thoſe who inherit the kingdom of hea- 
ven. The doctrine of future rewards ard pun- 
iſnments, is reſcued from the errors of pagan 
philoſophy, and placed in ſuch a ligh?, in the 
volume o infp A 365 as to ſtrike terror on the 
wicked, and' müniſtef conſolatien to the righte- 
ous, amidſt the ae conflicts with the evils 
of time. 


Tus chriſtian feligion not only leads us to 
the knowledge of Go, and points out the way 
to ſecure his favour, for time and eternity, but 
it acquaints us with the uriiting bond of ſociety, 
This is contained in the command, * Thou 
ſhalt love thy neighbour as thy ſelf,”” Had the 
love of our country been made the higheſt ob- 
ject of virtue, our religion, like all others, 
would have compriſed principles which are 
hoſtile. to the general welfare of mankind. 
What was the boaſted virtue of aricient Rome, 
when riſing to the zenith of her greatneſs, 70 
affected juſtice and clemenc), atiemptin 
conceal the ambition of giving law to al Pay 


tions, and ſubjecting. 1 3 to pay ſervile home 
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age to the Roman name? In mercy- to the 
world, that empire has long ſi ce crumbled in 
pieces, and ſuch political arrangements have 
taken. place, among the ſtates and kingdoms 
formed out of her ruins, as for bid the ſucceſs 
of any future madman who might aſpire after 
univerſal , conqueſt ; and encourage the hope 
that the former horrors of war will never re- 
turn. But whatever alteraiions may have been 
effected by the policy of courts, the human heart 
full retains its pride and malevolence. Oftheſe 
there can be no effectual cure, but from imbib. 
ing the meek and benevolent ſpirit of the goſ- 
pel, which breathes univerſal good will. Chrif- 
tianity includes, and particularly enjoins, jul. 
tice, truth, compaſſion, the forgiveneſs of ene- 
mies, and the whole train of virtues, which give 
harmony and ſtrength to the ſocial bond. 
Were this divine religion univerſal, the world 
would be transformed into a region of peace 
and happineſs. Hence, the Prophet Ifaiah 
writes, when deſcribing the effects of its preva- 
lence among the nations, © They ſhall beat 
their {words into plowſhares, and their ſpears 
into pruning-hooks : nation ſhall not lift up 
ſword againſt nation, neither ſhall they learn 
war any more.” - 


| Wutn we, look for a character perfectly 
formed on the principles of benevolence, our 
attention 1s. fixed upon the life and death of the 
Son oF Gop. From the begining to the end 
of his days on carth, he obeyed every precept 
of the divine law, without a ſingle deviation. 
He diſcovered an unſhaken firmneſs in his at- 
tachment to truth, and human felicicy, by lift- 
ing up his voice againſt the corruptioas of the 
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day, and every ſpecies of iniquity practiſed by 
the children of diſobedience. By his preach- 
ing, and example, he enforced the obſervance 
of the duties of ſocial life. Inſtead of terrible 
diſplays of his miraculous power, he reſtored 
hearing o the deaf, fight to the blind, and life 
to the dead. Neither poverty, contempt, or 
the tongue of ſlander, could abate the ardor of 
his love, or the labour of his life, in promoting 
the preſent and future happineſs of a rebellious 
race. The ſcene of his labours and ſufferings, 
was cloſed by a moſt painful and ignominous 
death. He died as he had lived—on the croſs, 
he pardoned a thief who was ef by his 
file; and with his dying breath, fervently 
commended his murderers to the mercy of Gop. 


BexevoLENCE not only ſhines in the general 
nature, laws and promiſes of chriſtianity, and 
in the life and death of its Founder, but will 
be g!oriouſly diſplayed in the day of judgment. 
In that aw ful day, the Loxp Jesvs, the judge 
of the living and the dead, will in preſence of 
the aſſembled univerſe, diſtinguiſh the righte- 
ous from the wicked, by the beneficence of their 
conduct ; as manifeſted in miniſtering to the 
neceſſities, and alleviating the ſorrows, of the 
excellent of the earth. CnxzrsT will confider 
what had been done, from real love to thoſe 
friends of truth and of mankind, as done to 
himſelf, He is repreſented in the 25th of 
Matthew, as addrefling the righteous, from the 
throne of his glory, in the follow ing words— 
* I was hungry, and ye gave me meat : I was 
thirlty, and ye gave me drink: I was a ſtran- 
ger, and ye took me in: Naked, and ye cloath- 
ed me: I was fick, and ye viſited me: I was 
in priſon, and ye came unto me.” 
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A 8411610N, which is full of love, kindneſg, 
and compafſion, muſt, u hen carried into gene- 
ral practice, produce the happieſt effects on 
the principles and manners of ſocieiy. All 
communities, whether ſmaller, or larger, wil, 
in proportion as they xefemble the great pat. 
tern of benevoience, improve the numerous 
opportunuies which occur, in the various rela, 
tions of life, to prevent, or diminiſh the miſe, 
Ty, and advance the happineſs, of their reſpec. 
tive members. a | 


Taz diverſity of gifts, with which the Crea. 
tor hath endowed intelligent creatures, and the 
different circumſtances allotted them in pro- 
vidence, give no countenance to the uſurpationg 
and crueſties of unfeeling deſpots. A virtuous 
temper, would prompt the moſt favoured, to 
offer thanks 1o the author of all good, for their 
diſtinguiſhing bleſſings ; and to a behaviour 
which breathes compzſſion, rowards thoſe who 
are groping in darkneſs, or are ſmarting by ths 
rod of oppreſſion, _ 7 REES 


Tux ſcripture account of the propagation of 
the human kind, is,—* That Gon hath made 
of ane blood all nations of men, for to duel 
on all the face of the earth.” An univyerlal 

actice, perfectly correſponding with the ob. 

igations thence derived, would preſent all the 

poſterity of our common progenitor, when 
meeting, from the North, the South, the 
Eaſt, or the Weſt, as embracing cach the! 
wath the endearments of friendſhip, 


To admit that children of the ſame family, 
have a natural right 10 enſlave, or deftroy ont 
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another, W be adopting the firſt bora of 
ablurdities. Noihing can be urged in ſup- 
t of it eicher from natural or revealed re- 
igion. Hence, Gop would not ſuffer the I.. 
raclites to enſlave, or deſtroy the Amorites, un- 
ul their iniquity Was full. In that cafe, it muſt 
be admitted, that che righteous and ſovereign 
Lozrp.of the world, had the ſame right to de- 
ſtroy the ancient inhabitants of Canaan by the 
hands of men, as he had to waſte them by peſ- 
tilence or famine, or to conſume them by fixe 
from heaven, The Iſraclites were not permit- 
ted to become the executioners of the divine 
wrath, until they had received a ſpecial com- 
miſſien from Jenovan, atteſted by miracles, 
If any would now claim a right to cut off, or 
enſlave nations, from the example juſt named, 
let them prove their commiſſion, by walking 
through the ſea on dry ground ;—by drawing 
water from a rock by feeding on bread rain- 
ed down from heaven for their ſuſtenance ;— 
by arreſting the ſun and moon in their courſe ; 
Hor by miraculous interpoſitions which equal» 
ly diſplay the fanger of Gop. 


From the brief ſurvey which we have ta» 
ken, of the nature and fruits of chriftian virtue, 
it appears, that it gives no counterance to ſu- 
Ei or any ſpecies of tyranny, It is 

lt on the immutable principles of moral 
rectitude. To theſe, civil inſtitutions muſt be 
conformed, to ſupport rational liberty, or pro- 
mote general happineſs. 


Ov religion teaches us to reverence civil 
government as an ordinance of Gop. It goes 


into a detail of the duties of rulers and ſubjects, 
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It denounces heavy woes againſt rulers who de. 
cree unrighteous decrees, and againſt a ſpirit of 
turbulence and faction in ſubjects. The fa. 
cred writings are full of promiſes to the up- 
right and faithful on the ſeat of judgment, and 
to the juſt and the good of every rank in life, 
The Supreme Ruler hath left it to the wiſdom 
of man, to accommodate the law of rectitude to 
the local, and other circumſtances of a partic- 
ular people; but he hath declared his: deteſta- 
tion of every kind of government, which does 
not, in its firſt principles, recur to thoſe which 
give character to his own government over the 
inte ligent creation. 


2. Tus importance of chriſtian virtue to the 
civil ruler will appear from the temper and 
views, with which a good ruler enters into of- 


Tur virtuous man, from a conviction of du- 
ty, and with a humble diffidence of his own a- 
bilitics, engages in public life, at the call of his 
country, wich a ſincere aim to promote its wel- 
fare. A moderate acquaintance with the world, 
mai convince every perſon, that the poſt of 
honour 18 not the place for eaſe, or worthy a 
compariſon in this reſpect, with the tranquility 
to be found in the humbler ſtations of life. 
Ancient and modern examples bear witneſs, 
that men who are beſt fitted to promote the 
true intereſt of ſociety in high ſtations, will not 
be the moſt eager to riſe in the commonwealth. 
Such characters, when put into office, like Mo- 
ſes when called to be a leader of the Hebrew 
nat ion, will call up the difficulties to be en- 
countered, from what they diſcover in them- 
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ſelves, and in thoſe over whom dominion is to 
be exerciſed, and will be kept from doating on 


enjoy ments, which exiſt no where but in the 


deceitful proſpects of ambition. Piety in the 
heart of a ruler, will lead h.m to look to Gop 
for wiſdom and ſtrength. Solomon, when he 
aſcended the throne of Iſrael, addreſſed himſelf 
to the divine Majeſty, in the language of a man 
who felt his own inability to govern, and his 
abſolute need of direction and ſupport from on 
high : © G:ve thy ſervant an underſtanding 
heart to judge thy people, that I may. diſcern 
between good and bad; for who is able to io judge 
this thy fo great a people??? 


A ruLER of this deſcription, will not t ſtoop 
to low and ſordid arts to bring himſelf into no- 
tice ; nor deviate from rectitude, through fear 
of being ejected. A ſmall ſhare of modeſty 
and prudence, might guard againſt blacken- 
ing faithful characters, in ublic life, or ad- 
dreſſing the piejudices of of l ction, to ſecure a 

ſt of honour. But ſuch is the human heart 
in its preſent deprabed ſtate, and ſo many are 
the temptations to inglorious deeds, that virtue 
alone can prove a ſure defence: © He who 
walketh uprightly, walketh ſurely, - | 


3. Wren we conſider the civil Wiler as govY- 


erning the commonwealth, his need of the in- 
luence of chriſtian virtue will eminently ap- 
pear, 


Tut deciſion of. all. controverſies by. laws, 
which are the voice of. the collected - wiſdom 
of the community, gives a people the fair- 


eſt opportunity a Fenin the bleſſings 
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of equal fuftice, within the reach of Human art. 
Nothing, in the ordinar . ſtate of things, can 
darken their proſpects of enjoying all rhe Hap: 
pineſs which government can promiſe, ſo long 
as they retain ſuffi. ient. knowledge and virtue, 
not to deſpiſe their privileges; and treat with 
contempt the clamours and intrigues of diſaf 
fected, or aſpiring men. 


No rank, obtained by birth, or royal Bec 

deſerves to vie wich the honour of a truſt, given 
as an expreſſion of the confidence of a free and 
enlightened people. An elevation to office a- 
mong them, affords good evidence of perſonal 
merit in the ruler, and places him under. the 


higheſt obligations to fidelity. 


We can place no confidence in a ſegi ater 
who does not extend his views beyond a Site, 
diſtrict of the commonwealth, or confines His 
regard to one claſs of citizens, A juſt man, 
when called to guide the affairs of the ſtate, 
wilt not conſent to ſacrifice one part of it to 
another. The wiſeſt of our race may, indeed, 
err, and it will be found impoſſible ro do equal 
Juſtice in all.caſes, but the general good muſt 
be conſulted *: and an Honeſt heart, accompa- 
nied with ſound judgment, and good informa- 
tion, will rarely cotrunit any material error, 
4 The heart of the wife teacketh his mouth, 
and addeth learning to his lips.“ | 


Tur virtuous legiſlator acts on ad 
which hie is willing to ſubmit to free and can- 
did enquity. Knowing that rhetorrent whichis 
noiſy, is not remarkable for'depth, and that the 
torrent which {wells to day, will have ſpent it- 


ELECTION SERMON. 17 


ſelf by to morrow, he looks beyond the eclat, 
or cenſure ot the moment, and keeps a watch- 
ful eye, againſt handing down to poſterity, an 
example which will not bear examination: Fot 
he knows that diſcerning characters, will here- 
after, fit in judgment upon him, who will 
ſtand remote enough from the ſubject, to paſs 
impartial ſentence. He has too much wiſdom 
to forget, that tho” the acclamations of a pro- 
miſcuous multitude, have been given to ſome, 
who have covered the worſt deſigns under the 
carb of patriotiſm, their glory has been but 
fer a moment; while the honeſt man has, ſoon- 
er or later, received the juſt tribute of praiſe, 


UPr1Gcur rulers, will provide for the impar- 
tial adminiſtration of juſtice. The able and 
faithful miniſter of juſtice, appears in a vene- 
rable light; as a terror to evil-doers, and the 
friend and protector of the innocent. Inno- 
cence arraigned before him, is inſpired with 
8 while guilt approaches with trem- 

Ing. 4 


To aſcertain the merit of any ſyſtem of civ= 
il polity, we muſt. have recourſe, not only to 
its moral complexion in general; but muſt in 
particular examine the attention which it pays 
to the exiſting habits of the people immedi- 
ately concerned, together with its ability to 


avail itſelf of the various ſprings of human ac- 
| tion, | ISLET 


| Norntxe can juſtify lofing fight of real life, 

in framing conſtitutions or laws. The 

fan: feels, and the philoſopher - acknowledges, 

ihe force of long habits. Tho' wea for 
- 


| 
| 
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a time, they will, in moſt inſtances, regain their 
former influence. Hence it appears, that no. 
thing can effectually prevent a government, 
which promiſes to reform, from going back to 
its former depreſſion, but the mental enlarge. 
ment of its ſubjects. If politicians, or legi 
tors, loſe ſight of the ſtate of the people, their 
labours will reſemble inſcriptions on the ſand, 
which are blotted out by the return of the tide, 
Highly favoured is that commonwealth, which 
falls into the hands of ſages, who knoy 
what deference to pay to habits of long dura- 
tion, how to counteract, and wear cout, thoſe 
which are hurtful ; and have ſkill to place pub- 
lic affairs in a train which opens a door for fu- 
ture improvements. 


SINCE habits have ſuch force, it muſt be ac- 
counted a matter of the firſt importance, that 
good ones be formed ; and that proper means 

e applied for this purpoſe. We can name no 
ſubject, in which the wiſe and the good, have 
been more unanimous, than the education of 
youth. This muſt find the patronage of eve- 
ry government, which is not built on the ruins 
of liberty and juſtice. They who have taſted 
the ſweets of good government, muſt be wore 
than inhuman, not to feel an ardent deſire to 
live 1n their ſucceſſors, and to tranſmit to fu- 
ture generations, down to the end of time, the 
bleſſings which involve the welfare of mankind. 
Education, taken in its full extent, compriſes 
the only means within the reach of human a- 
bilities of forming the minds of the young, to 
act their parts with propriety and dignity When 
they ſhall ſucceed the preſent actors. To give 
education its - greateſt force, it is neceſſarj iv 
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begin with inculcating knowledge and virtue, 
when impreſſions are made on the mind with 
the greateſt eaſe, The morning of life, is the 
period in which a foundation muſt be laid for 
future improvements, and ufefulneſs: In this 
forming age the mind receives a turn which is 
ſeldom loſt. When the learning of a ſtate 1s 
confined to a few families, diſtinctions, or ca- 
bals, will ſoon ariſe, which tend to deſtroy the 
principles of free governments. It muſttherefore 
be an 1mportant branch of political wiſdom, to 
cauſe a general diffuſion of knowledge among 
the people. To promote this deſign, and to 
qualify perſons for extenſive uſefulneſs, not on- 
ly the common ſchools of learning, but the 
higher literary eſtabliſhments, have been found 
of great utility. e 


LirERATVRE prepares the mind for free and 
candid diſcuſſion. It is of great ule in diſcov- 
ering the boundaries of human knowledge, the 
line which divides the provinces of reaſon and 
faith, and the harmony which prevails among 
the various works of God. Whatever direct- 
ly tends to promote thele purpoſes, is ſuited to 
convince, that a revelation from Heaven is of 
abſolute importance to erring mortals ; and 
that their reaſon will find its beſt employment, 
in learning the leſſons inculcated by infinite 
wiſdom, and in giving theſe all the ſcope, in- 
dicated by our ſocial nature, and required by 
the divine law. | a 


A xrTuar, which agrees with the ſpirit of 
chriſtianity, will exhibit the ſocial virtues in an 
amiable light. Theſe can have no ſcope in the 
life of a ſolitary individual, and very little among 
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the tribesof men, which are few in number, and 
whole habits admit of no fixed place of reſi- 
dence. Hence it appears, that thoſe arts which 
extend, refine, and ſweeten the ſocial inter- 
courſe, and the religion of che goſpel, may be 
mutual helps. TR 55 | 


Bur human ſcience, carried to its higheſt 
pitch, cannot ſupply the place of piety and vir- 
tue. The religion of Jesus Cuklsr can have 
no ſubſtitute, - Admitting this, to point out 
the way to preſent ERS happineſs, na 
man of virtue would conſent to accept the moſt 
honorable poſt in life; were he thereby obliged 
to treat with indifference the houſehold of faith, 
or forbidden to employ the weight of his influ- 


ence in its favor. 


Wenz not man deſigned for moral govern- 
ment, and the retributions of eternity, we 
might juſtly be contqunded, at finding his be- 
nevolent Creator ſuffering him to poſſeſs his 
preſent feelings, on a review of his conduct, 
and his preſent anxiety about a future ſtate. 
Tae impreſſions of a, right and a wrong, a mo- 
ral Governor, and retribution, on the minds of 
men of all nations and ages, cannot be oblite» 
rated, They may not be found in an equal de- 

tee, they may be obſcured by fable, their in- 
fluence may be weakened, or ſuſpended for a 
time; bur cannot be deſtroyed. In feaſons of 
extreme peril, many of the doubting fpecula- 
tions which entice, in the cloſer, will vaniſh ; 
and the few firſt princip les which lie open to 
the underſtandings of all, will force themfelves 
into action, Involuntary homage will fre- 
quently be paid to moral and religious truths, 
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ſo long as the earth, the atmoſphere, and the 
ocean, are compoſed ot their preſent materials, 
and ſo long as pain and death are the portion 
of man. The divme gooùuneſs is conſpicuous 
in rendering providence a conſtant monitor to 
man, to keep alive in his mind the laws both 
of natural and revealed religion. 


» 


Taz ruler who ſets out to govern mankind, 
without paying any regard io indelible moral 
impreſſions, ſteps upon new ground; and to 
maintain conſiſtency, muſt ſuppoſe, either that 
a neu creation is brought imo - exiſtence, or 
that it is in his power to throw into oblivion 
the former cxeed. Let us for a moment, ad- 
mit that he ſucceeds, in banifhing every moral 
and religious principle from the minds ot his 
ſubjects; and that all the members of that re- 
markable commonwealth; do not hetitate to 
pronounce piety and virtue, the prieſthood and 
the temple, the idle dreams of enthuſiaſm. We 
ſhould: be quſtly chargeable with taking roo 
bold a flight, even for the:regians of imagina- 
tion, ſhould we repreſent all the members of 
that utopian ſociety, as thinking ona ſcale large 
enough to connect private with: public wrongs. 
Paſſing the licentiouſneſs of the contemplative 
few, how would the great body of that peoplc 


be kept in any tolerable order, without the ſe- 


verities of deſpotic government, or without cal- 
ling in the aid of ſomething not leſs ſhocking: 
to humanity, than a court of inquiſition? Of the 
truth of this obſervation we can have no doubt, 
when we call up the numerous temptations to 
ly in the face of juſtice; which grow out of the 
independence ot ſome, and the neceſſities of 
others, in all large communities. Nothing can 
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be found to ſupply the place of moral and re- 
ligious principles; which lay reſtraints where 
human laus cannot reach, and where none but 
Omniſcience can behold ; and alone can influ- 
ence, under many circumſtances, to pay that ſa- 
cred regard to truth, which involves the pun- 
iſnment of the guilty, or the protection of the 


innocent. 


Rrsuuix the idea that ſome kind of reli- 
gion will exiſt, and taking it for granted, that 
the peaceable enjoy ment of; is one of the una- 
herable rights of man, it will follow, that the 
protection of it muſt be one deſign of the ſo- 
cial compact; and that the ruler ought to be a 
nurſing father to a religion, which is calculated 
to root out iniquity, and make men goed citi- 
zens. Such is the religion of the goſpel, as de- 
livered in the holy ſcriptures. 2 = 


PropRIETY and juſtice forbid confounding 
the cccleſiaſtical with the civil department, or 
impairing the rights of an individual on ac- 
count of his faith. A review of the evils which 
have ſprung from an intolerant ſpirit, ſtrikes a 
benevolent mind with horror, | 


- SocteTY muſt be ſunk very low, or raiſed to 
a high pitch of real refinement, to be fitred for 
a general agreement in the doctrines modes and 
forms of religion. The fulleſt ſpecimen of 
uniformity, which has been ſeen in the chriſtian 
church, ſince it became very extenſive, was in 


the dark ages. We muſt wait for general union 


on better grounds, until the high proſpects of 
futurity ſhall be unfolded. In paſling through 
the middle Rate, ſhakings muſt be felt. Theſe 
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are neceſſary to root up every plant which our 
heavenly Father hath not planted ; and ſerve, 
at the ſame time, as a teſt, by which the friends 
and the enemies of religious order may be diſ- 
criminated. | | 


Tur heavenly nature and original of the 
chriſtian religion, the manner in which it was 
firſt propagated, and the Almighty power pledg- 
ed for its defence, warn us againſt building our 
faith on the wiſdom of men, and proclaim, that 
the Ark of Gop doth not reſt on an arm of 
fleſh. But ſhould any take occaſion from 
thence, to deny that chriſtianity tends to ſup- 
port the ſocial virtues, or plead that civil ſoci- 
ety ought not to countenance it, they will as far 
as their influence extends, clothe it with the auſ- 
terities of the monaſtic life, and greatly pro- 
mote the cauſe of thoſe who place it in the cat- 
alogue of legendary tales. A fimilar abuſe is 
chargeable on thoſe, who urge the promiſes of 
infinite truth and power, to ſupport the king- 
dom of peace, ſomewhere on the earth, to the 
cloſe of time, in excuſe for the neglect of pro- 
per means, to ſecure its bleſſings to themſelves 
and poſterity. k © N 


Tus deep wound which every kind of tyran- 
ny has received, and the conqueſts of reaſon and 
virtue, afford matter of univerſal joy; and o- 
pen a wide field ef labour, We ſhall incur the 
qgraveced guilt of deſpiſing the goodneſs of 

ob, if we refuſe to co-operate with the appa- 
rent deſigns of his gracious providence. In 
particular, ve are called to maintain the ſtrict- 
eſt vigilence againſt all the miſ-ſleps, which 


taye led others into bondage, or have endan- 
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gered their freedom. To advance in this good 
work, it is neceſſary to draw into the channel 
of our exertions, the peculiar advantages, to be 
derived from the courle of thinking, and enter. 
priſe, which mark the character of the preſent 
enlightened age. 


- Exysrrence has abundantly ſhewn, that the 
human mind, in an uncultivated ſtare, is ex- 
tremely imprecſſible, and liable to be driven in. 


to dangerous extravagancies, when its 


and fears are ar fully addreſſed by the warmth 
of party zeal. Living in an advanced period 
of the world, we have examples without num- 


ber before us, to confirm us in the belief, that 


neglecting the moral culture of the mind in 
particular, will be followed with bad effects to 
ſociety. Confining ourſelves within a narrow 
range, let us come down to our young Coun. 
try, thinly inhabited in proportion to its ex- 
tent, when compared with the Evropean ſtates 
and kingdoms. Beſides the habits which the 
firſt ſettlers brought from the other ſide of the 
Atlantic, the ſmalineſs of their number, their 
poverty, hardſhips, and common danger, muſt 
have operated for a conſiderable length of time, 
as ſo many forcible bonds of union. Frequent 
emigrations from our older ſettlements, have 
alſo tended, in ſeveral reſpects, to prevent the 
riſe of faction. and check the virulence of party 
rage. Theſe evils, have, however, appeared 
among us, in ſome degree. In what places 
have they riſen to the greateſt height? An an- 
ſwer to this queftion, ſupported by its true rea- 
ſons, would turn out decidedly in favour of the 


preſent argument. 


Tux enlightened and the candid of every 
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profeſſion, clearly diſcern the cloſs connection 
between rational liberty, the ſpirit of laws and 
moral and religious truths. They muſt re- 
probate the idea of attempting to diſunite and 
ſet at variance, the tHings Which have been u- 
nited by the creator aid moral governor of 
the wotld; and Whoſe joint influence will be 
found neceffary for the ſtrength and happineſs 
of ſociety, ſo long as it ſhall be found on the 
earth, A-rebellion againſt the harmony eſtab- 
liſhed by infinite wiſdom, cannot meet with 
general approbation, at a time When civil gov- 
ernment is deeply ſtudied as a ſcience; and 
new facts are conſtantly demonſtrating that its 
perfection conſiſts, in treating man according 
to his capacities, ſprings of action and relations. 


Taz generous philanthropy; which beholds 
with abhorrence the multitude of h 
laws, to be found among moſt nations, will 
derive its firmeſt ſupport from a religion which 
inculcates, in the ſtrongeſt, manner, purity of 
heart and morals. If aids from this — be 
denied, crimes will multiply; and ſmall en- 
couragement can be taken from ſubſtituting 
thoſe corrective | iſaments, which are de- 
ſigned to leave no indelible marks of infamy on 
reformed offenders; +74 


Ir can admit of no queſtion, whether it be 
tight or ſafe, to truſt to the mere voice of na- 
tural conſcience, with caſual inſtructions, 
for the aſſiſtance which the chriſtian religion 
affords, for maintaining the ordet and happi- 
hels of ſociety. It will be readily granted, that 
2 good acquaintance _ moral and religious 


which has the moſt direct tendency to give 
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truths cannot be generally diffuſed, without an 
artendance, at ſtated ſeaſons, on the public 
forms of religion. Theſe will borrow their 
complexion and influence, in no ſmall degree, 
from thoſe who guide them. Hence appears 
the importance of ſtated teachers, laces under 
circumſtances, ſteadily to attend on the. buſi. 
neſs of their profeſſion. The welfare of man, 
as to both worlds, requires, that the public 
forms of religion be kept up, in a manner, 


weightaud energy to moral and religious truths, 


4. Tur importance of chriſtian virtue to the 
civil ruler, will appear from conſidering the 
commanding influence of his example. 


Grear is the force of example; eſpecially 
in thoſe who fill the higher ſtations 1n life, 
To them all the lower ranks look up ; and by 
them a general caſt will be given to the mor- 
als of community. If influential characters are 
licentious in their opinions, or diſſipated in 
their manners, they will ſpread the contagion 
far and wide ; becaufe they fall in with the 
current of degenerate human nature. Hence, 
when a wicked prince fat on the throne of If- 
rael, the idolatry and vices of the court, ſoon be- 
came the idolatry and vices of the nation. Cor- 
rupt as mankind are, examples on the fide of 
virtue, in rulers, contribute much to prevent 
the prevalence of wickedneſs, and embolden 
good men to attempt the work of general re- 
formation. This was verified in the caſe of 
the ancient Jewiſh nation when their judges, 
or kings, obeyed the laws of JzHovan z and 
will be found true among all other nations 
If rulers are in the tranſgreſñon, the laws wil 
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be trampled under foot, or become an engine of 
tyranny. The rulcr who fears not Gop, and 
regards not man, will not periſh alone; but if 
he 18 permitted long to be in authority, will 
drag multitudes along with him into the gulph 
of ruin. The happy influence of the exempla- 
ry ruler will be extenſively felt eſpecially under 
a long adminiſtration. ſuſtice rrows luſtre 
from the venerable lips which pronounce it; 
and the laws are ſanctioned in the public opin- 
ion, when thoſe who frame, and thoſe who ex- 
ecute them, are in high repute for wiſdom and 
integrity, The pious example of the grear, 
willexcite reverence for religious inſtitucions, 
and encourage an attendance on the public wor- 
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Ix improving this diſcourſe, we may remark, 
how different is the general ſtate of human ſo- 
ciety, from that which would reſult from the 
univerſal dominion of chriſtian love. Love to 
Gop, and love to man, rifing to perfection in 
every heart, would diffuſe happineſs through 
the family of the great Creator, and baniſh miſ- 
ery from the univerſe. But the encroachments 
of the ſtrong upon the weak, and the conflicts 
of rivals, have filled the earth with oppreſſion 
and violence, and watered it with blood. On 
the ſide of oppreſſors, there has been power; 
while on the fide of the oppreſſed, entreaties 
and tears have been poured out in 'vain—they 
have had no comforter. The pride of genius, 
and of ſcience, commanding eloquence, and con- 
ciliating manners, have often lent their aid, to 
give ſucceſs to the enterpriſes of lawleſs ambi- 
uon; and to conceal the crimes of public rob- 
bers, and murderers, under the honorable 
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names of valour and patriotiſm. The virty. 
ous few, have wept in ſecrtt places, in behol. 
ding the light given fam on high, 10 guide er. 
ring mortals in the way of ptace and happineſs, 
treated with ſcorn; or perverted. to ſupport the 
tyranny and cruelties of the wicked. 

Qusz ſubject alſo leads us to infer the great 
obligations of a people who enjoy the bleſſings 
of good government. They are called to of- 
fer thanks to Gov, that they are not doomed 
to paſs their lives under a domination, which 
tramples upon their rights, and riots in their 
ſpoils, The protection of the cauſe of righi 
couſneſs, the ſupport of liberty, and the enjoy- 
ment of peace, any where on the earth; are to 
be attributed to the power and grace of Gop, 
He hath the hearts of all nien in bis hand, and 
is able to improve even their paſſions; tÞ accon- 
pliſn the deſigns of his v idom and merey, A- 
midſt all the convulſions whichſhakethe world; 
whether tho rod of tyrants, the ſcourge of way, 
the pride of ambition, or, the thirſt for gol 
he who ſitteth King forever, is advaneing ibe 
glory of his kingdom, and unfolding: the put- 
poſes of infinite love. Ihe Gop of iruth hail 
raifed up choſen inſtruments, in different ages, 
to ſcatter light in midſt of ſurrounding dar- 
neſs; or hath girded them with might, to witt- 
ſtand and corquer legions, who were arm 
againſt the libei ties of mankind, - Let all ſtas 

and nations who have been deliyered fram of 
preſſion, join with the faithful of old, wird 
the Lord turned again the captivity ot Lion, 
in giving bim the glory ; “ The Logp hai 
done great things for us, whereof we are glad. 
The hoh) joy which fills the thankful Beat 
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will influence to a life of virtue. To ſuch a 
life the external motiyes are incrra ſed, when 
man is reſtored to the privileges which helong 
to his nature. Where only merit can expect 
honorable diſtinction, earch, as far as poſſible, 
unites with Heaven, in encouraging to excel, 
in whatſoever things are honeſt, juſt, pure, love- 
ly, and of 'gaod repart. What language can 
paint the infamy of a people, raiſed to the fume 
mit of earthly bleſſings, if they fit themfel ves 
for deſpotic rule, by their fallies and viceg; or 
tarniſh their glory by ingratitude towards theis 
divine benefadto r E 


Tur United STarss or AMniea, will be 
moſt inexcuſable, if they do not “ remember tha 
years of the rigbt hand of the Mos r Hen 
He hath redeemed us from our enemies, given 
us a name among the nations, and a govern. 
ment eſtabliſhed on the broad baſis of liberty. 
To us is granted the rare privilege of living 
under à government which originates from the 
people ; and can admit of corrections and im- 
proyements, without heing inevitably expoſed 
to the dreadful convulſions felt by nations / long 
enſlaved, hen they are rauſed from their tor. 
por, attempt ta throw oft the uu of bondage, 
and to accompliſh the work of an age in a day. 


In lav ing the foundations of free ſtates, a vaſt 
field opens for the diſplay of grear.; talents. 
Thoſe who are at the head of public affairs in 
ſuch periods, have à ſtation of the firſt emi- 
nence aſſigned them: and if they faithfully per- 
form its dwies, they will render their memo- 
ties precious. With what veneration da we 
look back on the illuſtrious tages at former 
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times, who were raiſed up to eſtabliſh the free. 
dom, and per petuate the proſperity of nations? 
Among theſe we may juſtly rank the Fathers 
of New-England ; to whoſe wiſdom, generous 
ſervices, and perſevering fortitude, we are ſo 
much indebted for the privileges we enjoy, 
Thoſe worthies, indeed, went into unjuſtifiable 
ſeverities, in their treatment of thoſe who dif. 
fered from them in religious opinions : but 
we ſhall not judge them deſerving of heavy cen- 
ſure ; when we conſider the complexion of the 
age in which they lived, and that no ſet of men 
have ever riſen wholly above the prejudices of 
their own time. Salutary effects, derived from 
the combined influence of the civil, literary, 
and religious inſtitutions of our anceſtors, are 
felt down to the preſent day. May we prove 
ourſelves worthy of ſo honorable a deſcent, and 
may future generations riſe up and call us 
F | 


Tus form of government under which we 
have lived in this ſtate, from its infancy, is ac- 
commodated only to the genius of a free 
ple, well educated, trained up in ſimilar habits, 
and not ſunk in luxury and diſſipation. The 
charge of an improper partiality for the ſtate 
which gave us birth, cannot lie againſt us, 
when ve attribute our uncommon proſperity, 
under previdence, to the knowledge and man- 
ners of the inhabitants. 


Tuis joyful Anniverſary, reminds us of our 
obligations to praiſe the Gop of our fathers, 
who hath continued to us our ineſtimable priv- 
ileges. We have always had the ſatifaction to 
ſee our nobles from ourſclves,and our governors 
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proceeding from the midſt of us. Elective 
governments have derived great luſtre from the 

elections of this ſtate. Rulers brought into of- 
fice by the unſolicited ſufferages of enlighten- 
ed freemen, have the faireſt opportunity which 
the world affords, of living in the hearts of the 
people. They enjoy a pleaſure in the plain 
and reſpectful addreſſes of thoſe who are in low- 
er ſtations, which is unknown to the deſpot, 
who looks down on his ſubjects as born tor 
ſlavery, 


Tur ſolemnities of this day, muſt remind 
our honorable Rulers, now aſſembled in the 
houſe of the Lox, of their obligations to be 
* miniſters of Gop for good, and to ſeek his 
bleſſing. | | 


May tT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY, 


Tus Magiſtrate who poſſeſſes the virtues which 
adorn the man, can have no deſire to be addreſſed 
in the ſtyle of adulation. Nor will an apology 
be neceſſary to a ruler of this deſcription, for o- 
mitting in a devotional performance, a detail of 
the extenſive and eminent ſervices, which im- 
mortalize the patriot and the polirician in the 
page of hiſtory.—As a ſervant of Gop, it muſt 
be your firſt concern to ſecure his favour. A 
juſt eſtimate of the dignity of an exalted ſlation, 
and the expectations of the public, furniſh 
high inducements to fidelity. But ſtrong as 
theſe motives are, they are not ſufficient to ſe- 
cure againſt the treachery of the heart under 
preſſing temptations. 9 but a humble 
dependence on divine aid, can effectually ſhield 
againſt the frowng or inſidious arts of the wick- 


| 
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ed. The greateſt natural and acquired abilities 
are not alone ſuffictent ro ſuſtain the weight of 
public cates, hold an even balance between 
claſhing interefts, and endure with fortitude the 
ſtorms to which the ruler is expoſed. Who 
can ſtand in greater need of the grace contained 
in the chriſtian covenant, than he on whom the 
eyes of the commonwealth ate placed, as the 
defender of her rights, and the ſupporter of hex 
laws ? As a friend of men, you will employ 
your authority and example for the ſuppreſſion 
of vice, and the encouragement of virtue and 
religion. In the chait of ſtate, a ſignal oppor- 
tunity is afforded to enforce the betief—-That 
the ſpirit of the laws eſtabliſhed by infinite wiſe 
dom is eſſential to the well being of ſociety. A 
practical conformity to the ſtandard of truth 
and happineſs, exhibits a character which doth 
not depend on the breath of popular applauſe, 
and will be found unto praiſe, and honour, and 
Fond when eatthly grearneſs ſtiall be no mote. 

ur prayer is, that your commanding influence 
may long incite to that courſe of life, which 
forms the character of the good man, and is the 
brighreft ornarnent of our natu te. 


Tux ſplendor of office which dazzles the this 
thinking, has few allurements to a mind ma- 
tured by ſtudy and experience, A ferious and 
devout temper will lead the honorable of the 
earth, often to abſtract themſelves from every. 
thing foreign to the heart, and to look forward to 
the retributions of eternity. In retitements devo⸗ 
ted to ſuch purpoſes, your Excellency is ſure to 
find thoſe ſupports whicha grateful people can. 
not beſtow, May you through life enjoy the di- 
vine bleffing, and when removed from this world, 
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be admitted to reign with the er e 
worid of everlaſting 3 Joy: 


Tut cruſt: commitind: 15. his 8 the 
Lieutenant-Governor; the: Honorable Cauncil, 
and Hyuſe ot Repreſentatives, requires unre- 
mitted exertians for the welfare of this Repubs 
lic. To them belongs the tribute of raſpect 
due to the rulers ofa aſs nn n 


ple, ' x 1 


HoxoRaBLE GexTLEM EN, 


We look up to you to guard the ſtate by fas 
lutary laws, ſecure the impartial admipiſtra= 
tion of Jullice, and fac over the morals gf the 
people. a that you will. nor dif- 
Pegs 2M y ho 51 — republican .mennery 
which, under Gon, have been our 988 55 and | 
glory. You myſt feel the importance of ęn- 
couraging 8 4 COVNESRADAIPE the public 
worſhip of Gop, and . 425 cecting the ua 
and immpralities of the day. You have hon+ 
oured yourſelves as the patrons of ſcience, by 
Jour late liberal donation to our Uniyerfity, 

he Gentlemen of the civil and ſacred orders, 
en in its goyernment, and the republic of 
letters at large, loak forward with great ſatis- 
faction to the period, as near at hand, when 
that reſpectable ſeat of learning will be furniſh- 
ed with the neceſſary byildings, and will con- 
tain all the profeſſarſhips to be deſired in an 
Univerfity, While you are holding out en, 
couragements to cultivate. every art and ſci- 
ence, which can advance the intereſt and dig- 
nity of a tree people, 2. will not Wl to "or 


*- 


divine favour. The ſolemn hour is at hand 
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port thoſe religious inſtitutions, which are the 
eai means of promoting piety and virtue, 
here is ſomething ſo noble, ſo godlike, in em- 
ploying great powers to diminiſh human miſe. 
ry, and increaſe human: happineſs, as muſt 
command reſpect and veneration. . Ye guardi- 
ans of our rights, be decided, be firm, in reſiſt. 
ing the torrent of wickedneſs, and ſupporting 
the cauſe of virtue ; and you are ſure of the aid, 
and the prayers of ali good men, and the pro- 
tection of Heaven. | 


Tus motives which ariſe from a thirſt for 
human applauſe, are ' infinitely ſmall, when 
compared with thoſe which are drawn from the 


when the recollection of having done applau- 
ded actions can convey no joy to the heart, un- 
leſs they can be traced to an unfeigned regard 
to the honour of 'Gop, and the real good of 
mankind. Hearkening to the voice of ni 
who is wonderful in counſel, may each of you 
be conducted ſafely through the labours of life 
be comforted in death, and receive the crown 
of righteouſneſs from the Loxp, the righteous 
Judge, Well done thou good and faithful 
ſervant : thou haſt been faithful over a few 
things, I will make thee ruler over many 
things: enter thou into the joy of thy Lozp.” 


Tur union and ſtrength which the chriſtian 
religion gives to ſociety, the luſtre it throws on 
every accompliſhment, the aids it furnifhes to 
all ranks and ſtations, and above all, the proſ- 
pects it opens beyond the grave, render it the 
ſupport and joy of its diſciples. Chriſtian 
miniſters, mult, in a high degree, glory in that 
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religion which they are called publicly to ex- 
plain and enforce. _ X 


ReveRenD FATHERS AND BRETHREN, 


Wai1Lz we unite with our honorable Rulers 
in paying eto the ſupreme King, it muſt 
yield us no ſmall ſatisfaction to reflect, that our 
holy religion refutes every charge which can 
be brought againſt it, as unfriendly to the peace 
and liberties of mankind. It appears in a ſtill 
more. amiable light in its influence on ſociety, 
as the nature and deſign of civil government 
are better underſtood. : In a land of freedom, 
we can, with peculiar pleaſure, put our hearers 
in mind “ to be ſubject to principalities and 

wers, and to obey magiſtrates.” The pre- 

ent united efforts of the curious and inquiſi- 
tive, of every profeſſion and opinion, to enlarge 
the boundaries of knowledge, muſt have great 
influence on the religious, as well as the politi- 
cal ſtate of the world. It is peculiarly incum- 
bent on us, to promote a ſpirit of free and can- 
did enquiry, to exhibit the religion of Jzsvs 
CurIsT in its native charms, and lead pious 
and exemplary lives. Many. are the induce- 
ments to faithfulneſs, ariſing from the ſalutary 
effects which the evangelical miniſtry tends to 
produce on the civil ſtate. But how vaſt and 
ſolemn are the motives with which we muſt be 
impreſſed, when we confider that the religion 
weare called to preach, diſplays the pertections 
of the Diving Mind in their glory! and re- 
veals the great ATONING SACRIFICE, on which 
is founded man's hope of a bleſſed immortali- 
ty! The myſteries of RepeMPTION are the ſtu- 
dy of angels, and furniſh a theme for the admi- 
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ration and praiſe of thoſe ſpotleſs intelligentes 
who ſtand round the throne of Gop, They 


come down to earth, and are as a flaming fire, 


in miniſtering to the advancement and glory 
of the kingdom of our LoRD AND SAVIOUR IE. 
sus CuRITISsT. The extiſtence of the Rates and 
kingdoms of the world, and all their changes 
and revolutions, are only parts of the grand 
ſcheme of providehee, for promoting the de. 
fins, and diſplaying the glory of that kingdom, 
We muſt be rouſed to diligence and zeal in the 
duties of our ſacred office, when we confider 
the connection of tim with eternity, the worth 
of immortal fouls, and the accoutit we muſt 
ſoon give of our ſtewitdhip to the great Lon 
of all. When we have finiſhed our courſe, 
may we depart in peace, and receive from the 
Cnlgr SHEPHERD a crown of glory that fadeth 
not away. | | - 


FzLLOW-CITIZENS Of TRIS ASSEMBLY, 


Ix becomes us to live under the government 
of that divine religion, which leads the heart to 
Gop, and fills it with benevolence tow 

men. Conformed tb the law of love, we ſhall 
be ſolicitous to diſtinguiſh and honor real 
worth, and obey thoſe who are in authority 0- 
ver us. While we conſider them as reſponſi- 
ble to the public, for the uſe of the powers 
with which they are intruſted, let us pay the 
Juſt tribute of reſpect to the faithful guardians 
of all that is dear tous in life. Our rulers can- 
not render us proſperous, nor ſecure us againſt 
that ſtace of ſervile dependence, which has ever 
been, in a remarkable degree, the dread of this 
republic, if we do not unite our endeavours 
with theirs to promote the common welfare. 


AAS rer. 
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Panxzvrs, may do much to ſtrengthen the 
hands of the civil, as well as the religious min- 
iſter ; by inculcating on the minds of their 
children reverence to the Creator, training them 
up 82 principles, and forming their mor- 
als. To ſhine in tho gay circle will be nal 
praiſe, if the heart remain a ſtranger to the 
chat ms of virtue: Youth appears amiable and 
promiſing, when it venerates the patriot, hon- 
ours the upright ruler, and eſteems the good 
of every grade in life z and when neither the 
brilliancy or obſcurity of parents; diverts or 
deters from laudible entetpriſe, 19: 


Ratss» to great eminence in the enjoyment 
of privileges, we may juſtly tremble in fear of 
the wretchedneſs into which we ſhall be thrown, 
if we refuſe to do juſtly, love mercy, and walk 
humbly with Gop. Let us repent of our fins, 
repair to the grace of the ape? for pardon, and 
obey its laws: * Then ſhall eur peace be as a 
river, and our righteouſheſs as the waves of the 
ſea. Let our high -proſperity engage us to 
praiſe ni, who prevents us from being invol- 
ved in the troubles, which diſtreſs ſo many na- 
tions on the Eaſtern Continent, at the —.— 
time. But the generous ſoul, not confined by 
local attachments, or abſorbed in its private 
eaſe, travels round the globe, every where re- 
cognizes the brother in the man, takes part in 
his joys and ſorrows, and fervently prays for 
the ſpeedy commencement of the glorious æra, 
when liberty and the religion of peace will fill 
the earth. | x 


Ler us not forget, that through whatever 
changes, the church on earth, and the kingdoms 
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of the world may paſs, we ſhall ſoon ceaſe tt 
he active in them, and muſt be gathered to thy 
innumerable multitude gone to the land of f 
lence. Death will not blot us out of the cre 
tion, but will introduce to everlaſting happl 
neſs or miſery, according to the deeds done 
the body. It is of infinite moment, what 
be our employment or ſtation in life, that 
* ſeek firſt the kingdom of Gop, and its 

eouſneſsꝰ and that our path be that of the juſt 
which as the ſhining light, ſhineth more ati 
more unto the perfect day. May we all meat 
in the general aſſembly — church of the firſf 
born, and unite in the praiſes of thoſe who a 
redeemed to God, by the blood of the Laws 
out of er kindred, and tongue, and peoph 0 
and nation.— Auen. | 4 
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